
Appendix A 

Legal Steps and Choices in Custody 
 
 

 Legal Steps Our Choices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♦ Cooperate 
♦ Non-cooperate* 

• Go limp 
• Link arms 
• Lock down 
• Blockade police vehicles 

♦ Leave 
♦ Stay and be arrested 

 

Warning 
(not required) 

 

Arrest 

 

Transportation 

♦ Cooperate 
♦ Non-cooperate* 

• Rock bus 
• Remove handcuffs 
• Redecorate bus 
• Refuse to get off bus 

Citation 
(promise to appear) 

♦ Cooperate 
♦ Non-cooperate* 

• Refuse to give name or answer other 
questions 

• Refuse to cooperate with 
fingerprinting or photographing 

♦ Accept citation and go home 
• Demand vulnerable people be cited 

first 
♦ Refuse to give name for citation and stay in 

jail 
 

 

Booking 

 

Custody 

Arraignment 
(next chart) 

♦ Cooperate 
♦ Non-cooperate* 

• Refuse to follow orders (line up, sit 
down, be quiet, etc.) 

• Refuse to go to court 
• Refuse to wear clothes 
• Refuse to eat 

*   Additional charges could result 
from all non-cooperation techniques 
except refusing to give your name 
or answer other questions. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sentencing PARTY! 

Prosecutor decides: 
• Retrial 
• Dismiss charges 

   

not guilty 

 

 

guilty 

 

 

hung jury 

Trial 

 

  Arraignment 

 

Hearings 

♦ Negotiate with the judge 
or prosecutor to plead 
guilty in return for one 
or more of: 
• Diversion 
• Time served 
• Probation 
• Community service 
• Fine 
• Jailtime 

 

♦ Plead guilty or not guilty 
♦ Make demurrer 
♦ Request continuance 

 

Plea  
Bargain 

 

Guilty  
(nolo contendere, 

Alford plea) 

Motions 
♦ File motions  

• Obtain/suppress evidence 
• Dismiss charges 
• Other motions 
 

Appointment of Counsel 
♦ Represent self (“pro per”)  
♦ Demand court-appointed lawyer 
♦ Get private lawyer 

Type of Trial 
♦ Waive speedy trial  
♦ Demand speedy trial 
♦ Judge trial ("bench trial") 
♦ Jury trial 

Bail  
(Judge sets bail or bond) 

♦ Release on OR, go home 
♦ Make bail/post bond, go home 
♦ Stay in jail 

Not guilty 
(stand mute, 
creative plea) 

• Remain silent 
• Make a speech 
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